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【SEEMINGLY UNSOLVABLE 

PROBLEMS UNDER THE SUN】 
1
 The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in 

Jerusalem:  
2 

“Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher. 

“Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless.” 
3 

What do people gain from all their labors at 

which they toil under the sun?  
4 

Generations come and generations go, but the earth 

remains forever.  
5 

The sun rises and the sun sets, and hurries back to 

where it rises. 

 
6 

The wind blows to the south and turns to the north; 

round and round it goes, ever returning on its course. 
7 

All streams flow into the sea, yet the sea is never full. 

To the place the streams come from, there they return 

again. 
8 

All things are wearisome, more than one can say. 

The eye never has enough of seeing, nor the ear its fill 

of hearing. 
9 

What has been will be again, what has been done will 

be done again; there is nothing new under the sun. 
10 

Is there anything of which one can say, “Look! This 

is something new”? It was here already, long ago; it 

was here before our time. 
11 

No one remembers the former generations, and even 

those yet to come will not be remembered by those who 

follow them. 
12 

I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in 

Jerusalem. 
13 

I applied my mind to study and to explore by wisdom 

all that is done under the heavens. What a heavy 

burden God has laid on mankind! 
14 

I have seen all the things that are done under the 

sun; all of them are meaningless, a chasing after the 

wind. 
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15 
What is crooked cannot be straightened;  what is lacking cannot be counted. 

16 
I said to myself, “Look, I have increased in wisdom more than anyone who has ruled 

over Jerusalem before me; I have experienced much of wisdom and knowledge.”  
17 

Then I applied myself to the understanding of wisdom, and also of madness and folly, but I 

learned that this, too, is a chasing after the wind. 
18 

For with much wisdom comes much sorrow;  the more knowledge, the more grief.    

ECCLESIASTES 1. 

   “Ecclesiastes” wrote about life under the sun and claimed it to be ‘meaningless’ – marked by 

emptiness and futility, like a vapor that quickly vanished without leaving anything behind. This 

book’s uniqueness in Scripture lies in the fact that its writing is entirely based on the writer’s 

reasoning, instead of it bringing a word from God. However, it does without doubt have the 

message that God intended readers to receive. The writer was King Solomon, which we know by 

the description given of himself, calling ‘son of David, king in Jerusalem’ and so on, in this 

book. He claimed to have great wealth and wisdom, both of which were given to him from God 

in response to his humble prayer. Solomon began his reign as a humble and obedient servant of 

God but he soon turned away from Him, most probably because of the influences his many wives 

(taken from foreign lands) had on him. Solomon’s policy of peacefully governing God’s great 

nation required a large standing army and many costly building projects to protect the nation 

from foreign nations, and he sought political alliances with neighboring nations primarily through 

means of marriages. It was a great irony that Solomon failed to see the potential danger of his 

seemingly prudent policies, in that his foreign wives might entice him into idolatry, and he might 

depend and trust in his military prowess rather than Yahweh Himself.  

    Moses, anticipating a time when the people would ask for a king after entering the land of 

Canaan, gave guidance concerning the eventual selection of a king in Deuteronomy 17, and gave 

warnings to Israel’s kings: ‘The king, moreover, must not acquire great numbers of horses for 

himself or make the people return to Egypt to get more of them, for the LORD has told you, 

“You are not to go back that way again.” He must not take many wives, or his heart will be led 

astray. He must not accumulate large amounts of silver and gold. When he takes the throne of 

his kingdom, he is to write for himself on a scroll a copy of this law, taken from that of the 

Levitical priests. It is to be with him, and he is to read it all the days of his life so that he may 

learn to revere the LORD his God and follow carefully all the words of this law and these 

decrees 
 
and not consider himself better than his fellow Israelites and turn from the law to the 

right or to the left. Then he and his descendants will reign a long time over his kingdom in 

Israel’ (17:16-20). The majority of the kings that followed could not keep these instructions, and 

Solomon was no exception. As with the cases of many other kings, many of Solomon’s 

achievements, which brought glory to Israel, were actually a product of disobeying God’s Word. 

Solomon built all the store cities in Hamath and ‘rebuilt…… fortified cities, with walls and with 

gates and bars, as well as Baalath and all his store cities, and all the cities for his chariots and 

for his horses’ (2Ch.8:5-6). In contrast to Solomon, King David did follow these instructions. A 

sharp difference between David and Solomon can be seen in an instance about the dealing with 

horses, in that David had established a policy of cutting the tendons of enemy’s war horses that 

he captured so that they could no longer be used in battle and he also refused to build a chariot-

based military establishment. David wasn’t entirely blameless in his life, as his adultery and 

murder had consequences in that the sword never left his house and he was not allowed to build 

God’s Temple in Jerusalem. Nevertheless, David was a man after God’s own heart and he was 

extolled by His blessing throughout the whole Bible: ‘“Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is 

what the LORD Almighty says: I took you from the pasture, from tending the flock, and 

appointed you ruler over my people Israel.
 
I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I 

have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name like the names of 

the greatest men on earth……“‘I declare to you that the LORD will build a house for 
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you: When your days are over and you go to be with your ancestors, I will raise up your 

offspring to succeed you, one of your own sons, and I will establish his kingdom. He is the one 

who will build a house for me, and I will establish his throne forever……
 
I will set him over my 

house and my kingdom forever; his throne will be established forever. ’”’ (1Ch.17:7-14). 
    After years of rebellion, Solomon’s latter years were miserable and full of adversaries as 

1Kings 11:9-13 writes: ‘The Lord became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned 

away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice.  Although he had 

forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the Lord’s command.  So 

the Lord said to Solomon, “Since this is your attitude and you have not kept my covenant and 

my decrees, which I commanded you, I will most certainly tear the kingdom away from you 

and give it to one of your subordinates.  Nevertheless, for the sake of David your father, I will 

not do it during your lifetime. I will tear it out of the hand of your son. Yet I will not tear the 

whole kingdom from him, but will give him one tribe for the sake of David my servant and for 

the sake of Jerusalem, which I have chosen.”’. It was probably near the end of his life that he 

wrote Ecclesiastes, in which Solomon reflected on his own experiences of life and the painful 

lessons he learned. One of the characteristic phrases in this book is ‘under the sun’.  

Solomon experienced wealth, achievement of works, wisdom, rule, reputation and observed 

various devastating things in his kingdom; oppression, exploitation and injustice to the poor in a 

courtroom by power-hungry officials, pain and sorrow in the lives of helpless and innocent 

victims, indifference of the majority who could have shared their pain with comfort. In another 

place, Solomon saw crooked government officials violating the law, as vividly and poignantly 

described in chapter 5: ‘If you see the poor oppressed in a district, and justice and rights denied, 

do not be surprised at such things; for one official is eyed by a higher one, and over them both 

are others higher still’ (verse8).  Solomon could not discuss ‘life under the sun’ without 

referring to money. When he watched the worshippers who were praising God, giving sacrifices 

and making vows, he realised that the majority of them were not sincere in their activities. Their 

heartless and fearless attitudes towards God were actually robbing God of His honour and 

reverence. He also witnessed that people loved money, and that their lives were controlled by 

getting and guarding it, because they believed that it could give them a great sense of security and 

satisfaction. On the contrary, the Scripture warns its potential danger as a root of all kinds of evil: 

‘For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 

wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs’ (1Ti. 6:10). The Lord’s 

parable about ‘the Rich Fool’ in Lk.12:16-21 can also be a reminder of that, in that the man 

wished to be rich because he thought all problems of life could be solved by money and he 

became rich. But immediately after he thought of building bigger barns for his wealth to make 

himself secure for years to come, his life was taken. He died, leaving his wealth behind. What he 

thought of was his security and safety provided him with nothing. Solomon, aware of the fact 

both had their problems, advocated neither poverty nor riches. He reflected the thought in 

Proverbs: ‘“Two things I ask of you, LORD; do not refuse me before I die: Keep falsehood and 

lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily 

bread. Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, ‘Who is the LORD?’  Or I may 

become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God’ (30:7-9). Solomon also saw a 

magnificent funeral of the wicked who had frequented the temple, had receive much praise from 

the people but who had not lived a godly life, while true godly people were completely ignored. 

In another occurrence, Solomon witnessed that foolish rulers, foolish workers, foolish talkers and 

foolish officials were rampant. Solomon’s son, proud and unyielding Rehoboam was one of those, 

and his foolishness led to the division of Davidic kingdom.  

The book of “Ecclesiastes” is of great relevance to our days – what we see in our generation 

certainly supports Solomon’s argument that nothing is changed: ‘Generations come and 

generations go, but the earth remains forever’ and ‘What has been will be again, what has 
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been done will be done again; there is nothing new under the sun’, as quoted at the beginning. 

Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Solomon wrote this book, conveying his view-point by 

applying his own wisdom, knowledge, and experience to the complex human situation. However, 

God also meant for His own message to be known to people through this book: ‘Not only was the 

Teacher wise, but he also imparted knowledge to the people. He pondered and searched out 

and set in order many proverbs. The Teacher searched to find just the right words, and what he 

wrote was upright and true’ (12:9-10). G. Campbell Morgan rightly summarises Solomon’s 

view: ‘This man had been living through all these experiences under the sun, concerned with nothing 
above the sun……until there came a moment in which he had seen the whole of life. And there was 
something over the sun. It is only as a man takes account of that which is over the sun as well as that which 
is under the sun that things under the sun are seen in their true light’ (‘Unfolding Message of the Bible’ 

p.229.). 

    This fascinating book “Ecclesiastes” begins with a theme: the meaninglessness of man’s 

efforts on earth (apart from God). The words ‘apart from God’ in parentheses are there to convey 

the fact that Solomon does not reveal the utmost importance of appreciating God’s presence in 

man’s life in the first stage until he reexamines life in the second stage of his exploration after 

Chapter 3. In the first chapter he examined four elements in nature; the earth, the sun, the wind, 

and the water. What caught his attention was that nothing in nature really changed while 

generations of people came and went. Watching the “wheel of nature”, he concluded that nothing 

was changed, nothing was new, and nothing was understood. Chuck Missler rightly puts it in his 

commentary over ‘The Book of Ecclesiastes’: ‘Whenever you use phrases like “life cycle”, or “the 
wheel of fortune,” or “come full circle,” you are joining Solomon and a host of others in taking a cyclical view 
of life and nature……For if life is only part of a great cycle over which we have no control, is life worth 
living? If this cycle is repeated season after season, century after century, why are we unable to understand 
it and explain it?’ If we look at life under the sun only from our view-point, then the world becomes 

a “closed system”, which means nothing can interrupt the cycle of nature, and there will be no 

god within the system who can act on our behalf. But once we see the true God in the scene, one 

who is able to break into it, then we would realize that He is the only One who can answer our 

prayer and cause great wonders on behalf of us, His people. The scripture never ceases to present 

records of His wonderful intervention in human history. Good news for believers in Christ is an 

assured promise that as they no longer live in a “closed system”, so they can experience a joyful 

foretaste of His kingdom even in this suffering world. 

Solomon’s faculty of observing nature is evidence of his God-given wisdom. He had pointed 

out not only the “wheel of nature”, i.e., the now generally accepted theories of the “hydrologic 

cycle” but also the “wind’s circuits”, whose discovery is only recent in contemporary 

meteorology. Solomon struggles with man’s unsatisfied nature, ever wanting something new: ‘All 

things are wearisome, more than one can say. The eye never has enough of seeing, nor the ear 

its fill of hearing’. But later he finds the important truth that as it is God that has put “eternity in 

man’s heart”, so it is that nobody can find peace and satisfaction until he/she responds by faith to 

the Lord, the Author of creation and to His invitation for soul’s salvation. Man cannot create 

anything new because he is a mere creature and whatever appears new is simply a recombination 

of the old. Only God can create new things and He begins through Jesus Christ, by making 

sinners “new spiritual beings”: ‘Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: 

The old has gone, the new is here!’ (2Co.5:17) When man was created, the world was not yet 

cursed but since the Fall of man the whole creation began groaning and labouring with pains, 

which Solomon exclaimed: ‘What a heavy burden God has laid on mankind!’ Escaping from 

God will only make our lives harder. Instead, we can only find a solution when we return to Him 

and let Him make life worth living. In the first chapter, Solomon appeals to the fact that both 

wisdom and experience cannot give solutions to all problems, implicitly urging us to turn our 

lives to the Lord, the only one who can change the way that the sinful past affects us. 


