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LETTER TO THE 

BROTHERS AND 

SISTERS IN CHRIST 
 

【WHAT AN IRONY IT IS THAT ISRAEL 

HAS CHOSEN THE CURSE!】 
4 

I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed: 

‘Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his 

covenant of love with those who love him and keep his 

commandments, 
5 

we have sinned and done wrong. We 

have been wicked and have rebelled; we have turned 

away from your commands and laws. 
6 
We have not 

listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in 

your name to our kings, our princes and our ancestors, 

and to all the people of the land. 
7 

‘Lord, you are righteous, but this day we are 

covered with shame – the people of Judah and the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, both near and 

far, in all the countries where you have scattered us 

because of our unfaithfulness to you. 
8 

We and our 

kings, our princes and our ancestors are covered with 

shame, LORD, because we have sinned against you. 
9 

The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even 

though we have rebelled against him; 
10 

we have not 

obeyed the LORD our God or kept the laws he gave us 

through his servants the prophets. 
11 

All Israel has 

transgressed your law and turned away, refusing to 

obey you. 

‘Therefore the curses and sworn judgments written 

in the Law of Moses, the servant of God, have been 

poured out on us, because we have sinned against you. 
12 

You have fulfilled the words spoken against us and 

against our rulers by bringing on us great disaster. 

Under the whole heaven nothing has ever been done 

like what has been done to Jerusalem. 
13 

Just as it is 

written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster has come 

on us, yet we have not sought the favour of the LORD 

our God by turning from our sins and giving attention 

to your truth. 
14 

The LORD did not hesitate to bring the 

disaster on us, for the LORD our God is righteous in 
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everything he does; yet we have not obeyed him. 
15 

‘Now, Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt with a mighty hand and who 

made for yourself a name that endures to this day, we have sinned, we have done wrong. 
16 

Lord, in keeping with all your righteous acts, turn away your anger and your wrath from 

Jerusalem, your city, your holy hill. Our sins and the iniquities of our ancestors have made 

Jerusalem and your people an object of scorn to all those around us. 
17 

‘Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your sake, Lord, look 

with favour on your desolate sanctuary. 
18 

Give ear, our God, and hear; open your eyes and see 

the desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do not make requests of you because we are 

righteous, but because of your great mercy. 
19 

Lord, listen! Lord, forgive! Lord, hear and act! 

For your sake, my God, do not delay, because your city and your people bear your Name.’ 

DANIEL9:4-19. 

   Last year a wave of political uprisings, the so-called ‘Arab Spring’ sensationally broke out 

and invigorated a range of Islamist movements across the Middle East and North Africa, and 

dictators were swept away. From the middle of this month onwards, across the same regions, 

thousands of people have protested against a film made in the US that depicts Islam as a religion 

of violence and hate, and also the Prophet Muhammad as a power-hungry man. After the video 

was posted on line and later broadcast by various Arab TV stations, it is said to have been widely 

circulated on the internet in English and Arabic. Why the film, which was first cheaply made by 

amateur actors with poor production standards and later had the soundtrack and religious 

connotation dubbed over, has enraged so many people around the Muslim world seems obvious 

because of its nature of insulting Islam and her most revered prophet. However, many 

commentators analyse that the film simply acted as a catalyst for the long-standing mistrust and 

anger towards the West among them and some violent attacks erupted. The possibility cannot be 

denied that some extremists have seized the opportunity to stir up unrest. Former British Prime 

Minister Tony Blair, who is currently serving as a Middle East peace envoy puts it: ‘the film was 

“wrong and offensive but also laughable as a piece of filmmaking – what is dangerous and wrong 

is the reaction to it,’ and also ‘the protests were ultimately about the “struggle of modernization” 

under way in the region and not “some form of oppression by the West’ (BBC News on 17th 

Sep.2012). This wave of violence which is ever growing globally is seen to have longer-term 

repercussion along with increasing tension between Israel and Iran. 

   Turning our eyes from the Middle East to East Asia, there have been other tensions growing 

between China, Taiwan, South Korea, Russia and Japan over the ownership of several disputed 

islands. Literally suddenly Japan has been in the midst of the strife of claiming three different 

groups of archipelagoes against four countries. Among them, especially for the present, ties 

between China and Japan have been repeatedly strained over the Senkaku islands in Japan, which 

is otherwise, called the Diaoyu islands in China. Japan has previously owned it for more than a 

hundred years without any dispute. After Japan surveyed the islands for ten years and determined 

that they were uninhabited, in January 1895, she incorporated them into her territory. After the 

World War Two the islands were placed under US trusteeship and in 1971, they were returned to 

Japan. It is only since the 1970s, when oil resources in the area emerged, that Chinese and 

Taiwanese authorities began pressing their claims over them. In the middle of this month the 

dispute flared up again after the announcement of the Japanese government purchasing them 

from a Japanese land owner. Claiming that the islands have been a part of their territory since 

ancient times, Chinese activists have violently protested, and calls for boycotts of Japanese 

businesses and products have been spreading in various parts of China and on the internet. 

   Since the Tohoku region, Pacific coast of Japan was hit by a gigantic earthquake in March last 

year, while the recovery from the aftermath has slowly but steadily been progressing, when it 

comes to spiritual awakening not so much seems to have changed among the nation of Japan. The 

prophet Daniel, believing in God’s infallible prophecies but facing seeming delay of His action to 
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materialize Jeremiah’s prophecies of the Jewish nation’s repatriation, wholeheartedly called out 

for God and prayed. The quoted passage at the beginning of this letter is that typical prayer of 

Daniel, such a devoted man of God who nevertheless, sincerely served pagan kings for long years, 

almost all of his life without complaining. Searching the Scripture diligently and studying it 

carefully, he noticed that God would deliver His people out of Babylon after seventy year 

desolation of Jerusalem. When he counted it all up he got assured the seventy years must have 

very soon run out, although things around him did not seem to move towards such a direction at 

all. He felt urged to get down to his knees before the Lord, humbly identifying himself as much 

the sinner as his fellow Israelites and crying out to Him: ‘we have sinned and done wrong. We 

have been wicked and have rebelled; we have turned away from your commands and 

laws……we have sinned, we have done wrong. 
 
Lord, in keeping with all your righteous acts, 

turn away your anger……Our sins and the iniquities of our ancestors have made Jerusalem 

and your people an object of scorn to all those around us.’ H.A.Ironside’s commentary on this 

passage in the Book of Daniel is worth quoting: ‘We will not feel much like finding fault with others if 
we fall before God concerning our own shame in all this. Sometimes I hear people criticizing other 
denominations and Christians, while glorying in their own position and utterly ignoring their true state. How 
little such persons enter into the thoughts and feelings that filled the heart of Daniel and brought confession 
from his lips. Notice that he does not begin by accusing the Jews who had acted so badly in the past, nor 
his contemporaries at that solemn moment in Israel’s history……Let us not lift up our hearts in spiritual pride 
and say, “Thank God, we are not as others.”’ Ironside’s comment could be first applied to our 

attitudes.  

   As Paul taught in 2Ti.3:16-17, ‘All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 

rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,  so that the servant of God [that you, a 

man of God] may be thoroughly equipped for every good work’, so we can learn from the 

Scripture about what stance we should take at our wits’ end. God’s Word contains some disputes 

over territorial sovereignty. In the Japanese case, the accounts of Jephthah’s confrontation with 

the king of the Ammonites written in Judges 11 might give us a hint as to how to deal with the 

neighbouring countries, in that Jephthah calmly and logically explained the threefold reasons 

why Israel could claim the territory against such an aggressive Ammonite king. One of the 

reasons and the most important one was the fact that it was the Lord Himself that gave the land to 

Israel, as shown in Jephthah’s international correspondence: ‘I have not wronged you, but you 

are doing me wrong by waging war against me. Let the Lord, the Judge, decide the dispute this 

day between the Israelites and the Ammonites’. Indeed, when we recognize that the Lord is the 

final court of appeal as the divine Judge who knows everything, we need not go further to wage 

war against the opponent. One of my convictions concerning the present issue in Japan is that 

Japanese Christians must get down to prayer to ask the Lord for His intervention so that the 

Japanese government will choose biblical solutions and not appeal to conflict. At the same time 

more souls’ salvation is immensely urgent in Japan. The same biblical principle should be of 

course applied to any other country.  

   There is further, intriguing vindication of the Scripture as authentic and genuine divine Word. 

When Daniel in his prayer confessed his fellow Israelites’ utter failure of obeying God’s 

Commandments and as a consequence, a curse befell them as written in verse 11: ‘Therefore the 

curses and sworn judgments written in the Law of Moses, the servant of God, have been 

poured out on us, because we have sinned against you’, the used term in Hebrew is ‘     (alah) ’, 

i.e., ‘the curse’ in this context. This term is always used in connection to Israel’s transgression 

and it refers to a violated oath and malediction. In other words, it is Israel herself that has brought 

the curse on herself throughout her history up to today because of their disobedience to the Lord. 

Accidentally or by divine design, the pronunciation of the term is exactly same as “Allah”, God 

in Arabic, and this term appears in the Hebrew Bible many times. Especially its connection to the 

flying scroll is intriguing. In the Book of Zechariah 5, an unusually large flying scroll which 
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carries a condemnation of those who violate the Law by stealing and swearing falsely is 

connected to a curse that flies over the entire earth. In Isaiah 24, the term is also used, where the 

prophet Isaiah illustrates the end time Tribulation, and the chapter onwards up to 27 is called the 

“Little Apocalypse”. Here the relation of cause and effect is very clear: ‘The earth is defiled by 

its people; they have disobeyed the laws, violated the statutes and broken the everlasting 

covenant. Therefore a curse consumes the earth; its people must bear their guilt. Therefore 

earth’s inhabitants are burned up, and very few are left’ (verses 5, 6, Line added). God has 

clearly revealed a clue for how Israel can be completely free from persistently befalling curses. 

Likewise, the Lord revealed to Daniel His time scale of end times: ‘It will be for a time, times 

and half a time [a year, two years and half a year]. When the power of the holy people has been 

finally broken, all these things will be completed’ (Da.12:7, Line added). What is revealed here 

is that Israel’s hardships by curses would last as long as necessary so that she will be spiritually 

awakened by her powerlessness and hunger for the Lord. Only when the false idea of her self-

dependency is completely broken, Israel will realize her desperate need for the Lord. It will be a 

time of her Messiah’s appearance, i.e., Christ’s Second Coming. 

   It is well known that Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has publicly declared to 

destroy Israel. However, everywhere in the Scripture it is already written that Israel will be 

consistently cursed by the people who firmly trust in the name of “Allah”. It is an irony that  

‘     (alah) ’ in Hebrew would be continually poured out upon Israel until she returns to her God, 

Yahweh. Is the similarity between the Hebrew term ‘     (alah) ’, i.e., ‘curse’ and Islamic deity 

“Allah” coincident? Since the terrorists’ attack on the Twin Towers of the World Trade Centre on 

11th September 2001, Daniel 9:11 quoted above is said to have drawn attention because of its 

symbolic manifestation on numbers. The fact was that the terrorists did it to deliver a curse upon 

the US, by targeting especially centralised places with Jewish population. In his farewell 

messages, Moses demanded the people of Israel to choose God’s blessings or curses, and made it 

clear that choosing a way of disobedience to the Lord meant continual curses until destruction: 

‘This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you 

life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live’ 

(De.30:19). All these prophecies show a clear direction for Israel in order to be delivered from 

curses by surrounding nations. That is, at all events Israel must return to her God. If this God of 

Israel is the same God through Jesus Christ, the same principle can be applied to Christians as 

well and for even non-believers, if they believe in Him, blessings and protection will follow them. 

   The following article is an excerpt from Wordpress.com. I wonder whether or not we sinners 

learnt a lesson through tragedy: ‘The World Trade Center once dominated the Manhattan skyline, an 
icon of pride and wealth. Eleven years after the terror attacks that destroyed the Twin Towers, the ferry ride 
from the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island offers a new view, one of the rising 1 World Trade Center, whose 
104 stories will reach a symbolic height of 1,776 feet once its spire is attached. It is expected to open in 
2014. The 72-story 4 World Trade Center building to the southeast is nearly completed and should open 
next year, with buildings 2 and 3 both started as well. America has enjoyed 11 relatively safe years since the 
September 11, 2001 attacks, and the country seems to feel more secure. Fighting terror is no longer the 
primary campaign issue……Yet, terror has not ceased to be the tool of choice in certain parts of the world, 
despite diligent efforts to fight it……Water pours into reflecting pools in a park-like setting where the World 
Trade Center buildings once stood. The last living thing to be pulled from the rubble after the towers 
collapsed was a pear tree, charred and broken. The tree did not die as expected, but has matured to a 
healthy 30-foot height at the 9/11 Memorial site in New York City. It has been dubbed The Survivor Tree and 
it blooms in the spring, a representation of the hope of life after destruction. Some people hate the new 
towers that are being built; these men and women too vividly remember the trauma associated with the first 
set. Yet, the new towers remind us that death does not have to be the end. Like the resilient pear tree, hope 
can survive the rubble. In the end, despite the destroyers, despite the hate and death, we know that the 

Giver of life will win. He's already won’ (http://gospelworldwideministry.wordpress.com). 


