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Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his 

disciples: 
2 

‘The teachers of the law and the Pharisees 

sit in Moses’ seat. 
3 
So you must be careful to do 

everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, 

for they do not practise what they preach. 
4 

They tie up 

heavy, cumbersome loads and put them on other 

people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing 

to lift a finger to move them. 
5 

‘Everything they do is 

done for people to see: they make their phylacteries
 

wide and the tassels on their garments long; 
6 

they love 

the place of honour at banquets and the most 

important seats in the synagogues; 
7 

they love to be 

greeted with respect in the market-places and to be 

called “Rabbi” by others. 
8 
‘But you are not to be 

called “Rabbi”, for you have one Teacher, and you are 

all brothers. 
9 

And do not call anyone on earth 

“father”, for you have one Father, and he is in 

heaven. 
10 

Nor are you to be called instructors, for you 

have one Instructor, the Messiah. 
11 

The greatest 

among you will be your servant. 
12 

For those who exalt 

themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 

themselves will be exalted. 
13 

‘Woe to you, teachers of 

the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the 

door of the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. You 

yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter 

who are trying to……  

33 
‘You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you 

escape being condemned to hell? 
34 

Therefore I am 

sending you prophets and sages and teachers. Some of 

them you will kill and crucify; others you will flog in 

your synagogues and pursue from town to town.
 35 

And 

so upon you will come all the righteous blood that has 

been shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel 
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to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the 

altar. 
36 

Truly I tell you, all this will come upon this generation.        MATTHEW 23:1- 36. 

There have been numerous attempts to correlate current worldwide events and especially 

events in the Middle East with biblical prophecies. Today, good or bad, there are many so 

called biblical watchers who attempt to analyze rumors of wars and other events, to be the first 

in line to warn the world of their occurrence. While evaluating current events according to the 

Scripture is an important role for Christians and what we have been witnessing worldwide 

today does indeed appear to be ushering us towards the happenings during the end times, we 

must be very careful to collect the right information. In reality, too much information causes 

the spiritually immature people confusion. I have come across the following article, which 

discloses a seldom told, inside story: ‘I don't think it's my imagination that things seem to be getting 
more confusing in Christendom. Certainly the explosion in media has contributed to that condition. It 
used to be that anyone who wanted to communicate his theological perspective, after multiple rejections 
by Christian publishers, had to borrow money from a rich uncle and turn that amount over to a company 
that would print the book if the author agreed to purchase so many thousand copies. The end product 
would be stored in the author's garage since no distribution entities were lining up to sell his book. After 
a year or so, due mainly to the continuing complaints from the author's wife (that she wanted the space 
back in their garage to park her car), he would sadly haul the books off to the local dump. That was the 
heyday of self-publishing. For all of its problems, it nevertheless restricted potentially widespread 
theological confusion. Today, thanks and no thanks to the internet and easy access to religious web and 
blog sites, confusion now reigns worldwide. No storage problems or financial restrictions. No restrictions 
regarding heresy either. The good news is that the antidote to being confused is rather simple. Simple -
but not easy. It demands a disciplined regimen of daily Scripture reading and then living out what is re ad. 
If a believer is relying on a Sunday sermon and perhaps a mid-week Bible teaching for his intake of the 
Word of God, his spiritual health level is likely comparable to someone who only eats one or two meals a 
week. Satan and his minions, the cheerleaders of confusion, love to step into the ring with spiritually 
undernourished and anemic believers- they are easy prey. Word deprivation is combated by healthy 
Word feeding. That's the only way to remain steadfast and fruitful in the faith’ (‘Combating the 

Reign of Confusion’, T. A. McMahon, June newsletter, The Berean Call).  

In the same newsletter, Dave Hunt writes of the importance of discernment to combat 

ongoing universal deceptions: ‘William Manchester's gripping biography of Sir Winston Churchill 
confronts us with unpleasant and haunting reminders of Hitler--a man who came extremely close to 
being the Antichrist, and who deceived the entire world for a time with his promises of peace: Thomas 
Jones, who had been in and out of Whitehall for a quarter century, wrote in his diary: "...all sorts of 
people who have met Hitler are convinced that he is a factor for peace...."  Meeting the press after he 
had been closeted with Hitler for an hour, Lloyd George said he regarded him as "the greatest living 
German...." Arnold Toynbee...equally spellbound by the Reich chancellor, declared that he was 
"convinced of his sincerity in desiring peace in Europe and close friendship with England."  Winston 
Churchill was not deceived by Hitler, but he stood almost alone in warning the world that the Fuhrer's 
real intentions would envelop Europe in war. Looking back with the clear view we now have, it seems 
incredible that the leading figures of the day were almost unanimous in their praise of the irrational 
demigod who had become Germany's leader, and in their confidence that peace was assured. The 
deception was well-nigh universal. Yet the rising political star whom everyone praised was a dangerous 
megalomaniac who would one day take his place with the most inhumane monsters in h istory. Moreover, 
he had frankly revealed his evil designs from the very beginning, in Mein Kampf and other writings, and 
in his speeches. Yet so hopeful was the world for peace at any price that almost no one was willing to 
face the painful truth. So it is today. Like Churchill in England, Netanyahu is one of the few Israeli 
leaders who was not deceived by Arafat's promises at Oslo…Unfortunately, truth in politics is almost 
impossible to uncover--which makes it all the more important that we discern what the Bible says. If ever 
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there were a time when we needed to ask God for wisdom and seek to understand what His Word has 
prophesied for our own day, it is now’.  
    Christ gave four major discourses on earth in the Gospel of Matthew, in which lies a famous 

Olivet Discourse, distinct from Luke’s discourse in Chapter 21, and it turned out be the Lord’s 

last public message. Quoted in the beginning is a part of it. The Lord denounced false religion by 

contrasting eight ‘woes’ with the eight beatitudes in Mathew 5:1-12, where He illustrated true 

righteousness. In contrast to that, here in an Olivet Discourse, He describes a false righteousness 

typified in the hypocrites in His days, that is, the scribes, Pharisees and the teachers of the law. 

For example His first ‘woe’ (v.13); ‘the shutting up the kingdom of heaven’ in this context 

contrasts with ‘the entering the kingdom of heaven’ in Matthew5:3. According to this comparison, 

if peacemakers were God’s children and they were to be persecuted in Matthew 5:9-10, 

persecutors are the devil’s children here in verses 29-30. Christ’s usage of harsh words such as 

‘blind guides’, ‘You blind fools’ and ‘You snakes! You brood of vipers’ must have been a great 

shock to the crowds because they considered the religious leaders such as the Pharisees to be 

righteous. They put themselves in the position of Moses’ authority and they were highly revered.  

However Christ was not deceived by their false front and exposed their real motives and heart 

conditions. They were practicing their religion for show to gain man’s approval and honour, but 

not because of their love for the Lord at all. Christ pointed out two problems; first, that they were 

themselves missing entering into the kingdom of heaven, and then, that they are preventing others 

from doing so. As Luke also recorded:
 
‘Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken 

away the key to knowledge. You yourselves have not entered, and you have hindered those who 

were entering’ (Lk.11:52), they robbed the adrift, week and poor of the truth of salvation, by 

teaching man-made traditions and rituals instead of God’s teaching. They took advantage of 

people, in sharp contrast to real Lord’s servant Paul’s testimony: ‘We had previously suffered 

and been treated outrageously in Philippi, as you know, but with the help of our God we dared 

to tell you his gospel in the face of strong opposition. For the appeal we make does not spring 

from error or impure motives, nor are we trying to trick you. On the contrary, we speak as 

those approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please people but 

God, who tests our hearts. You know we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover 

up greed – God is our witness. 
 
We were not looking for praise from people, not from you or 

anyone else, even though as apostles of Christ we could have asserted our authority.’ (1Th.2:2-

6). 
   What a tragedy it is if people believe that such self-righteous religious leaders are going to 

heaven but not to hell! The Pharisees were utterly blind to their own conditions and they 

themselves were actually in the midst of confusion without divine direction. Christ knew that the 

Pharisees loved money and wanted both the gold and the gifts on the altar of the temple. So, His 

fourth ‘woe’ (v.16) was concerned with their greed for gain, and how they cunningly worked out 

a religious system, which permitted them to rob God and others, while keeping their reputation 

and honour. Pharisaical Judaism had become ensnared with tradition of men, in which they added 

oral traditions and they were put above the written statues of the Torah. Accordingly, there was 

always a confrontation between the traditions of Judaism and the commandments of God. For 

example, the Pharisees were delighted to enforce practicing ‘Corban’, set-aside funds for a gift to 

God, i.e., a sacred treasury. As it was excluded from any other requirements, the declaration of 

‘Corban’ could allow people to escape from taking care of their parents according to God’s law. 

Picking up their contrived distortion of God’s commandments, Christ admonished: ‘For God said, 

“Honour your father and mother”
 
and “Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put 

to death.”
  
But you say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to help their 

father or mother is “devoted to God,” they are not to “honour their father or mother” with it. 

Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition. You hypocrites! Isaiah was 
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right when he prophesied about you: ‘“These people honour me with their lips, but their hearts 

are far from me. They worship me in vain; their teachings are merely human rules.”’ 

(Mt.15:4-9).  
   Christ’s last ‘woe’ (v.29) was a complete denunciation of hypocrisy. He pointed out that 

while they honoured the memory of the former prophets they refused to obey their words, and 

He condemned these pretenders’ erroneous characteristics. The Pharisees did not act upon the 

admonitions of their prophets and lived only for reputation and not character. Morally, they 

were no different from those who had shed the blood of all the righteous from ‘Abel’ to 

‘Zechariah son of Berekiah’. Since the days of Cain, there have always been counterfeit 

believers in human history and in the name of religion, righteous blood has been shed. 

Therefore, judgment rightfully awaited them. Exactly as Christ predicted, this judgment 

partially befell when Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans in 70 CE and almost all Jewish 

religious leaders perished except for some Pharisees who had turned their ears to Christ’s 

prophetic warnings and survived. The rest of the judgment is yet to be completely fulfilled, but 

God’s judgment has already begun with ‘the family of God,’ i.e., the church (1Pe.4:17). 

Through the eight woes Christ taught true spirituality characterised by humility and love for 

God. The Pharisees misinterpreted spirituality in terms of religious outward activities and 

superficial conformity to external laws. As a result, they fell into self-deception. The last days 

are prophesied in the Scripture as a period of growing wickedness and spiritual delusion not 

only in the world but also in the church until Christ returns to rule over the world. Christ 

revealed in the parable of the great supper that the most unlikely and unexpected candidates’ 

salvation will take place in mass in the last days. However, deception and apostasy in the 

church is more often referred to than any other signs of end-times. Actually, today many 

churches are corrupted and in decline caused by the worldwide ecumenical movement, false 

teachers and false prophets, and compromise with the world, which should be counted as a 

prerequisite of ‘the Day of the Lord’ as Paul states: ‘Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, 

for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessnes is revealed, 

the man doomed to destruction’ (2 Th.2:3, Line added).  
   The recent bankruptcy of the worldwide famous Crystal Cathedral Ministries in Garden 

Grove in US, whose church was created by a popular televangelist, Rev. Robert H. Schuller is 

none other than an exposure of the dubious legacy of ‘false teachers’. TBC comments in an 

unrelenting manner: ‘After a life spent preaching a message that borrowed much 

from occultism, the end of Schuller's ministry is at odds with his earlier confident 

declaration: "I have practiced and harnessed the power of the inner eye and it 

works....Thirty years ago we started with a vision of a church. It's all come true" 

(Robert Schuller booklet, The Power of the Inner Eye)’. It is a great shame that the 

very church Schuller created decades ago is now in dispute with Schuller and his wife over 

their continual misuse of money, power and influence even after the church began to struggle 

financially, owing to an economic downturn and a decline of donations. Court fighting 

between the Schullers and the church is still underway. The words of a dry cleaner who 

worked on the “Glory of Christmas” pageant since 1981, speaks of the misery of deception 

and vanity in a compromised false church: ‘I feel sorry for all the churchgoers who gave them 

so much money, property and services’ ("Crystal Cathedral: Schullers go to court", the 

Orange County Register Online, 31
st
 Oct.). 
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