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【TIMING OF THE RAPTURE】 

 
  Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers 

and sisters, 
2 

not to become easily unsettled or alarmed 

by the teaching allegedly from us – whether by a 

prophecy or by word of mouth or by letter – asserting 

that the day of the Lord has already come. 
3 

Don’t let 

anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not 

come until the rebellion (apostasy in AV) occurs and 

the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to 

destruction. 
4 

He will oppose and will exalt himself 

over everything that is called God or is worshipped, so 

that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming 

himself to be God.  
5 

Don’t you remember that when I was with you I 

used to tell you these things? 
6 
And now you know 

what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed 

at the proper time. 
7 
For the secret power of 

lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now 

holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out 

of the way. 
8 

And then the lawless one will be revealed, 

whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of 

his mouth and destroy by the splendour of his coming.  
9 

The coming of the lawless one will be in 

accordance with how Satan works. He will use all 

sorts of displays of power through signs and wonders 

that serve the lie, 
10 

and all the ways that wickedness 

deceives those who are perishing. They perish because 

they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 
11 

For 

this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so 

that they will believe the lie 
12 

and so that all will be 

condemned who have not believed the truth but have 

delighted in wickedness......  
15 

So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold 

fast to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by 

word of mouth or by letter.  2THESSALONIANS2:1-15. 
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Last month we examined different interpretations of a future millennium (a thousand year 

messianic reign). This month we will focus on two different views of “Pre-Millennialism”: 

“Dispensational Pre-Millennialism” and “Classical Pre-Millennialism”. Both views take 

Revelation 20 in its plain sense as it is written, and represented a unanimous belief of the church 

for the first few centuries. They believed in Christ’s millennium rule on this very earth with His 

saints after His Second Coming. The righteous alone would be raised at the beginning of His 

thousand-year reign and the rest of men would be raised at the end of the messianic kingdom, just 

before the Day of Judgment. During the Millennium, Satan would be confined and chained in a 

dungeon but would then be released for a short while for his last revolt at the end of the 

Millennium.  

However, the former “Dispensational Pre-Millennialism” is the view that is widely held today. 

The most notable difference between Classical and Dispensational Pre-Minnelialism lies in the 

interpretation of the ‘rapture’. The latter believes that the church will be snatched away from 

earth before the ‘Great Tribulation’ and that this could happen at any moment without warning. 

While the church will be absent from earth after the rapture, and during the events in Revelation 

4-18, it will later return to earth with Christ, after the Great Tribulation in chapter 19, the end of 

which will coincide with the so-called “Second Coming of Christ”. Therefore, the two events, the 

rapture and His Second Coming take place separately. The view emphasises the Jewishness of the 

messianic kingdom, in which the Old Testament kingdom of Israel will be revived with a rebuilt 

temple and rituals.  

The first appearance of the idea that the rapture and the Second Coming of Christ would be 

separated by a period of time is understood to have occurred in a book written by a Jesuit priest 

from Chile named Manuel de Lacunza in 1812. While a book translated to English from Spanish 

by a Scottish preacher Edward Irving was published in London in 1827, around that time, an 

Anglican curate in Dublin named John Nelson Darby founded a religious movement called the 

“Plymouth Brethren” and began the teaching of a two stage coming of the Lord: the “secret 

rapture” of believers before the Great Tribulation, and His Second Coming. J.N. Darby had 

thought out this idea of the secret rapture from his biblical studies, in which he divided Bible 

history into seven separate eras or “dispensations”: 1. Innocence (Adam), 2. Conscience (Fallen 

Adam to Noah), 3. Human government (Noah to Abraham), 4. Promise (Abraham to Moses), 5. 

Law (Moses to Christ), 6. Grace (the church), 7. The Millennium (Israel).  

Convinced by his teaching, a lawyer, Dr. C.I. Schofield produced a Bible with notes, in which 

he incorporated dispensational comments, to such a degree that readers would find it difficult to 

distinguish between his (human) commentary and God’s Word. The said Schofield Bible has a 

huge following amongst evangelicals in the United States. It is taught in Bible colleges such as 

Dallas Theological Seminary, Texas. Hal Lindsay who is an American evangelist and Christian 

writer, and also a former graduate from DTS has contributed to the wide spread of 

dispensationalist ideas through his popular writings. However, David Pawson puts it: ‘There is no 
questioning the enormous influence of this teaching. On the positive side, it has to be said that it has done 
more than anything else to restore pre-millennialism to the church. Millions again believe that Christ is 
coming back to earth to reign over this earth for a thousand years. But negative results outweigh the 
positive. The packaging has polluted the contents. The theological framework in which the millennium is 
enmeshed is fatally flawed. The most serious error concerns the “kingdom”. If political post millennialists# 
have overemphasized the “now” dimension and seen it in its present manifestation, dispensational pre-
millennialists have overemphasised the “not yet” dimension and seen it as exclusively future. This fails to do 
justice to the now/not yet dialectic of the New Testament’ (‘When Jesus Returns’, Hodder & Stoughton, 

pp.264-265, #: One of the main different interpretations, examined in the last letter, No.208 ).  

Back in the 1820s, both Edward Irving and J.N. Darby visited a Scottish girl named Margaret 

MacDonald who claimed to have received a revelation of a spirit-coming of the Lord. Her 

experience and their dispensational teachings combined to ignite the teaching of “Pre-tribulation 
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Rapture of the Church” throughout England, Scotland, Ireland and the United States. Since then, 

the majority of prominent Christian leaders and churches have adopted the teaching of Irving and 

Darby and Margaret MacDonald’s vision, accepting them as being ‘in the Scripture’. They 

believe that the first return of Christ to earth would be invisible to the world and would be brief 

because its only purpose is to take all true believers to heaven before the Great Tribulation. The 

sudden disappearance of considerable numbers of Christians will leave the world stunned and in 

chaos. Even for the believers it will occur without any warning signs and so, it could happen at 

any moment. The third return of Christ, the so-called Second Coming would be a public event, 

when Christ will descend from heaven, accompanied not only by His angels but also His church 

that had been taken up to heaven some years earlier. Therefore, His first return would be for His 

church and the second one would be to be with His church. This teaching is known as the ‘Pre-

tribulation Rapture’ because Christians are to be taken from earth before the Great Tribulation 

and kept from undergoing it. Against this view is an older view called the ‘Post-tribulation 

Rapture’ because it believes that Christians are to be kept through the tribulation and only at His 

Second Coming will they be caught up to the air to meet the Lord to be with Him forever.  

Christ mentioned the rapture in Matthew 24:31: ‘And he will send his angels with a loud 

trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to 

the other’ (Line added). This will happen when ‘the Son of Man’ appears in the sky with power 

and great glory immediately after the Great Tribulation. A loud trumpet call would be a signal for 

the gathering of the saints on the day and it is a well established scriptural aspect accompanied by 

the Lord’s appearing from heaven as illustrated in Zechariah 9:14: ‘The LORD will appear over 

them; his arrow will flash like lightning. The sovereign LORD will sound the trumpet’, and 

Isaiah 27:12-13: ‘In that day the LORD will thresh from the flowing Euphrates to the Wadi of 

Egypt, and you, O Israelites, will be gathered up one by one. And in that day a great trumpet 

will sound’. Also in John’s Gospel Christ referred to the rapture in connection with the 

resurrection at the last days: ‘For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the son and 

believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day’ (6:40) and He 

emphatically repeated the same message three times before and after the verse.  

The apostle Paul described the appearing of the Lord as a noisy, dramatic scene with the shout 

of the Lord, the voice of the archangel, and the trumpet of God in 1Thessalonians 4:16-17. Psalm 

50:3-6 is another fascinating passage about the Lord’s gathering of His people, which underlines 

Paul’s teaching about the resurrection of ‘those who have fallen asleep in Christ’: ‘Our God 

comes and will not be silent; a fire devours before him, and around him a tempest rages. He 

summons the heavens above, and the earth, that he may judge his people: “Gather to me my 

consecrated ones, who made a covenant with me by sacrifice.” And the heavens proclaim his 

righteousness and, for God himself is judge’ (Lines added). This Psalm illustrates how the dead 

in Christ in heaven (their resting place called ‘Paradise’ since their death) and the followers of 

Christ that are still alive on earth, will be summoned to receive rewards on the Day of the Lord, 

i.e., at His Second Coming.  

One of the weighed arguments by the Dispensational Pre-Millennialists is the absence of the 

word for church, ‘ecclesia’ in Greek in the key passages after Revelation 4 onwards. They argue 

that the church and Christians are no longer involved in the events described there. Consequently, 

the ‘elect’ and ‘saints’ referred to in those passages must refer to the Jewish people or the new 

converts following the event of rapture. However, their arguments largely ignore the fact that all 

the passages of Revelation are addressed to the persecuted Christians in John’s time and later 

times. Also, the terms ‘elect’ and ‘saints’ are used to refer to Christians throughout the New 

Testament. David Pawson argues against Dispensational teaching by pointing out the fact that 

there are six epistles in the New Testament (2 Timothy, Titus, 1 & 2 Peter, 2 John and Jude), 

which avoid using the word ‘church’: ‘Does that mean they are intended for Jews after the church has 
been “raptured”? That would be ridiculous deduction! Significantly, five of these just use the term “elect”, 
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while one (Jude) uses “saints”. Even more striking the word “church” is also missing from those passages 
directly dealing with the “rapture” when Christians see Jesus again (e.g. Jn. 14, 1Co. 15, 1 Th. 4-5). It is not 
even in the description of the new heaven and earth or the new Jerusalem (Re. 21-22). Does that mean that 
only Jews will experience the new creation?’ (‘When Jesus Returns’, p.191). Actually God is dealing 

with two groups of people; Israel and the church during the Great Tribulation. The remnant of 

God’s old covenant people, Israel, will be protected to the end when Christ reveals Himself 

before them at His Coming and they will believe in Him as their Messiah, as Zechariah 

prophesied: ‘And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a 

spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will 

mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieve for a 

firstborn son’ (Ze.12:10-12).  
   There are also some apparent contradictions in the claims of “Pre-tribulation Rapture” against 

the Scripture. If the ‘first resurrection’ happens only after the ‘Great Tribulation’ as mentioned in 

Rev. 20:4-5, the rapture (which means a resurrection) apparently cannot occur before the 

Tribulation as the theory’s supporters claim. Paul also mentions the ‘last trumpet’, which will be 

blown when both dead and alive Christians will be changed into imperishable bodies in the 

twinkling of an eye (1Co.15:51-52). If this trumpet to be blown at the time of the ‘first 

resurrection’ should be the last one, it must be blown at the end when Christ finally returns, i.e., 

at His Second Coming but not at His secret rapture. Further, God’s plan is to restore everything in 

the end, which means unless He judges and wipes out evil completely of the earth, no restoration 

will begin. In other words, before the Tribulation Christ cannot restore all things including the 

replacement of the fallen flesh by the first resurrection, which Paul mentions in Acts 3:19-21: 

‘Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing 

may come from the Lord, and that he may send the Messiah, who has been appointed for 

you……  Heaven must receive him until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he 

promised long ago through his holy prophets’. Thus, as examined above, all forced 

interpretations of “Pre-tribulation Rapture” create only more problems than they can solve. 

   Lastly, I have come across another argument for how to interpret the Greek noun ‘apostasia’ 

in Thessalonians 2:3, whose context has been quoted at the beginning. “Pre-tribulation Rapture” 

supporters claim to interpret the word as ‘departure’, instead of the more conventional translation 

of ‘falling away’, pointing out that the word has been rendered as ‘apostasy’ only after the King 

James Version introduced the new rendering and also that as the Greek word ‘apostasia’ is 

prefaced by a definite article, it must point to a particular type of departure, i.e., the ‘Rapture’. 

Thus they emphasise a physical departure, i.e., the rapture of the church and so, the verse is 

strong evidence for Pre-tribulationism.They argue that in his preceding epistle, “1 Thessalonians” 

Paul never mentions the doctrine of apostasy but speaks of the rapture in depth, using a variety of 

terms to describe it. However, we should be reminded of how the Lord spoke of the sequence of 

events leading up to His Second Coming at the end of times. As examined in our previous letter, 

Christ gave four basic signs that precede His Coming; ‘disasters in the world’, ‘apostasy in the 

church’, ‘the abomination that causes desolation’, and ‘darkness in the sky’, in this order. 

Therefore, when Paul warned the believers in Thessalonica, who were facing the danger of being 

deceived by false prophets and false teaching concerning the signs preceding His Coming, he just 

followed Christ’s teaching and made it clear that unless all those events of suffering took place, 

Christ would not return to earth, and so, they were exhorted to stand firm in His teaching to the 

end. Apparently Paul’s two epistles to Thessalonians put stress on the danger of ‘apostasy’, and 

not on comfort and escape by ‘rapture’. As Christ clearly taught, all Christians must be prepared 

for the coming deception and time of persecution by a world dictator, the Antichrist before the 

Lord’s Coming, and warned that even the elect may fall into apostasy. Paul’s closing words in 

Th.2:15 quoted at the beginning underline this very message. 


