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【YOU ARE PETER, AND ON THIS 

   ROCK I WILL BUILD MY CHURCH】 
13 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, 

he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of 

Man is?’ 
14 

They replied, ‘Some say John the Baptist; others say 

Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets.’ 
15 

‘But what about you?’ he asked. ‘Who do you say I 

am?’ 
16 

Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the 

Son of the living God.’ 
17 

Jesus replied, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, 

for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but 

by my Father in heaven. 

 
18 

And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I 

will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 

overcome it. 

 
19 

I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 

whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 

and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven.’ 

 
20 

Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that 

he was the Messiah.  
21 

From that time on Jesus began to explain to his 

disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer 

many things at the hands of the elders, the chief 

priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be 

killed and on the third day be raised to life. 
22 

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 

‘Never, Lord!’ he said. ‘This shall never happen to 

you!’ 
23 

Jesus turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, 

Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; you do not 

have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human 

concerns.’ 
24 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Whoever wants to 

be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their 
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cross and follow me. 
25 

For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their 

life for me will find it. 
26 

What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit 

their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 
27 

For the Son of Man is going 

to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to 

what they have done.                     MATTHEW 16:13-27. 

An intriguing caption drew my attention recently, that Pope Francis visited “the tomb of 

St. Peter”, in the necropolis under the Vatican basilica, on Easter Monday afternoon, 1st April. 

According to the article, Pope Francis became absorbed in prayer and repeated with a loud 

voice the three professions of Peter: “Lord, You are the Christ, Son of the Living God”; “Lord, 

to whom do we go? You have the words of eternal life”; “Lord, You know all things! You 

know that I love you!” At that moment, those who accompanied the Pope had the distinct 

impression that the life of Peter rose out of centuries past and became present and living in the 

current Successor of the Apostle Peter. The article reads: ‘Pope Francis had a great desire: to visit 
the Vatican Necropolis. He mentioned it a little before Easter. He especially wished to see the tomb of 
the Apostle Peter, the place in which the Christians of Rome laid the crucified body of the first Pope to 
rest after his martyrdom in the Circus of Nero in the year 67 after Christ. The Pope thus wished to go to 
the origin of the Roman Pontificate, a succession into which Providence today has ordained to add his 
person. Monday afternoon, 1 April, we had the joy and the honour of accompanying Pope Francis along 
this unique path. From the level of the Vatican Grottos we descended to the necropolis: a jump back 
1,800 years. Up until 1939-40, this site was buried because the architects working for Constantine, in 
320, in order to fashion a level floor of the first basilica, filled in the sloping land of the Vatican Hill. 
Today, after excavations, everything has prodigiously re-emerged. His first stop was before the Egyptian 
Mausoleum (which dates back to the 2nd century). In this mausoleum amid many pagan tombs there is 
also a Christian tomb. Christianity in fact, like yeast, was penetrating the pagan world.  The Pope 
exclaimed in admiration: “It's like this today, too!”.  We then made a second stop before the funerary 
stele of a man called Istatilio. He was certainly Christian: on his grave is the monogram xp of Christ. On 
the stele is inscribed: “He was at peace with everyone and never caused strife”. The Pope, after reading 
the phrase, looked at us and said: “that is a beautiful programme of life”. When we had reached at the 
place of the tomb of the Apostle Peter I saw the Holy Father transfixed, visibly moved, befo re the white 
wall covered with graffiti, testimonies to us even today of devotion to the Apostle Peter.  Climbing back 
up the stairs and having reached the Clementine Chapel, Pope Francis became absorbed in prayer and 
repeated with a loud voice the three professions of Peter……When we took our leave of the Holy 
Father we thought that he returned to his residence comforted by the echo of Jesus' words: “You are 
Peter, the rock on whom I will build my Church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” ’ 

(Catholic World News, by Angelo Comastri, Cardinal-Archpriest of St Peter's Basilica).  

   The article’s statement of the existence of Apostle Peter’s grave in the Vatican, Rome was 

completely new to me and I was prompted to investigate the fact archaeologically and 

scripturally. An archaeological fact is explained by the following excerpt from ‘Petrus 

Romanus: The Final Pope is Here’ (HTTP://WWW.LOGOSAPOLOGIA.ORG/?P=4860&FB_REF=ABOVE-

POST&FB_SOURCE=MESSAGE). ‘Pope Francis became the first Pope to descend into the necropolis in 
order to visit the doubtful tomb claimed for Peter. In ancient Roman paganism, an aedicula is a small 
shrine. The term “aedicule” derives from the Latin “aedes,” a temple building or house. Many aediculae 
were household shrines that held small altars or statues of the Lares and Penates. The Lares were 
Roman deities protecting the house. The Penates were patron gods or household gods. It was 
proximate to a pagan shrine like this that the bones of Peter were allegedly discovered. But it is not at all 
clear that the bones originated from there. The tale is quite suspicious. Catholic archeologist, Padre 
Antonio Ferrua, excavated a vast Roman cemetery that underlies St . Peter’s Square and basilica. 
According to his 1951 report, the excavations that had begun there in 1939 had unearthed a necropolis 
and some twenty pagan mausoleums but no trace of Peter. According to investigative journalist Tom 
Mueller: “Ferrua and his colleagues had in fact worked with remarkable objectivity: despite intense 
pressure from the Vatican community, they reported no trace of Peter—not one inscription that named 

http://www.logosapologia.org/?p=4860&fb_ref=above-post&fb_source=message
http://www.logosapologia.org/?p=4860&fb_ref=above-post&fb_source=message
http://www.logosapologia.org/Pope%20Francis%20visits%20St.%20Peter's%20tomb%20under%20Vatican
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him, not even amid all the graffiti on his supposed tomb. Strangest of all, they discovered that the earth 
directly beneath the aedicula was empty.” 

Frustrated, Pope Pius XII demanded further research by Vatican loyal epigraphist, Margherita 

Guarducci. She inverted the previous findings, discovering drawings and inscriptions that Ferrua’s team had 

bizarrely overlooked after over a decade of investigation, including an inscription near the aedicula that she 

rendered as “Peter is within.” It is dubious that the original investigation reported nothing of the sort and 

innuendo and accusation still continue. The grave that is now claimed by the Church to be that of St. Peter 

lies at the foot of the aedicula beneath the floor. In 1953, long after the initial twelve-year archeological effort 

had come up empty, another set of bones were found that were said to have been removed without the 

archeologists’ knowledge from a niche in the north side of a wall on the right of the aedicula. Subsequent 

testing indicated that these were the bones of a sixty- to seventy-year-old man. Meuller reported: In the 

snarl of graffiti on Peter’s tomb she discerned a “mystic cryptography,” with countless coded messages 

about the Apostle. At length she even produced Peter’s remains. A sampietrino had shown her a wooden 

box of bones, she explained, which were inside the masonry surrounding the aediculawhen the 

archaeologists first discovered it. Somehow they had overlooked the precious relics, and Monsignor Kaas 

later tucked them away for safekeeping. Scientific tests arranged by Guarducci indicated that the bones had 

been wrapped in a cloth of royal purple stitched with gold, and were those of a man of sixty to seventy years 

and a robust physique—the bones, she argued, of the Apostle. In other words, these bones were not even 

discovered at the actual site; rather, they were found in a storeroom and alleged to have been spirited away 

from the site. In addition to the human remains, the suspicious box contained sheep, ox, pig, and mouse 

bones. Most discrediting, there are no witnesses to place its origin at the site. This level of contamination 

makes the dubious discovery invalid by scientific standards. Who can say these bones were not simply 

planted by the demonstrably frustrated Vatican? This appears to be the case. Dr. Robert Beckford, a 

theology lecturer at Oxford Brookes University remarked, “We found that there is no scientific evidence to 

support the idea that Peter was buried in Rome, but yet the rival theory has not got out because it 

challenges the Church. If you undermine its basis for power you undermine the Church. It’s tragic that the 

faith gets reduced to manipulating the facts and to one Church trying to make itself superior to others.” Pope 

Pius XII stated in December 1950 that it could not be confirmed to be Saint Peter’s grave with absolute 

certainty. However, following the discovery of further bones and an inscription, much later in 1968, Pope 

Paul VI announced that the relics of St. Peter had been identified. 

While there is no good reason to believe the Vatican’s evidence, scientifically rigorous archeological 

evidence suggests that Peter was not buried in the pagan capital. Over a century ago, a French Christian 

archaeologist, Charles Claremont-Gannueau, wrote a little-known report, dated November 13, 1873, from 

Jerusalem to the Palestine Exploration Fund. In this report he told of his monumental discovery. In a cave 

near Bethany in the Mount of Olives, a group of Jewish ossuaries (stone coffins) from the first century of the 

Christian era were found. To his great surprise, Claremont-Gannueau found that these ancient Jewish stone 

coffins contained the names of numerous individuals mentioned in the New Testament as members of the 

Jerusalem Church. Even more interesting were the signs of the cross etched on several of the ossuaries…... 

The French archaeologist realized that there was a high degree of probability that these tombs belonged to 

the family of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, the close friends of Jesus……  

Several years later very close by on the Mount of Olives, another archaeologist, P. Bagatti, found and 

excavated another catacomb holding one hundred ossuaries. Based on inscribed crosses, the Chi Rho 

symbol, and the name “Yeshua,” Baggati concluded that these were also Jewish followers of Jesus Christ. 

Coins minted by Roman Governor Varius Gratus (AD 16) proved that these tombs were used for burial of 

Christians before the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70. The ossuaries contained the following names inscribed on 

their sides, together with Christian symbols or the name of Jesus: Jonathan, Joseph, Jarius, Judah, 

Matthias, Menahem, Salome, Simon, and Zechariah……Of course, the most controversial find of all was a 
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coffin bearing the unusual inscription “Shimon bar Yonah” which is the full name Jesus used in Matthew 

16:17, ironically the favorite proof text of the papists. It seems improbable that a three-term name could 

refer to any other than the apostle Peter. Compounding a fully intact name with the fact it was found in a 

Christian burial ground amongst probable New Testament contemporaries from the very time in which Peter 

lived, the evidence is very convincing. The archeology was also conducted with scientific rigor sorely lacking 

in the Vatican’s Rome effort. One marvels at the Vatican’s feigned indifference at what is likely one of the 

most important archeological finds in Christian history. This blatant neglect of evidence can only be 

explained by their vested interest in maintaining the mythology of the papacy. 

Unfortunately, the Vatican seems all too willing to deceive its faithful. According to F. Paul Peterson, a 

Franciscan monk who knew the archaeologist Bagatti: “Father Bagatti told me personally that three years 

ago he went to the Pope (Pius XII) in Rome and showed him the evidence and the Pope said to him, ‘Well, 

we will have to make some changes, but for the time being, keep this thing quiet’.” In awe I asked also in a 

subdued voice, “So the Pope really believes that those are the bones of St. Peter?” “Yes,” was his answer. 

“The documentary evidence is there, he could not help but believe.” 

It truly seems that the Vatican has sought to suppress this important archaeological find simply to 

preserve their legend that Peter was the first pope. Yet right before our eyes lays the greatest proof that 

Peter was never a pope in Rome. If he had been, it would have certainly been written in the New Testament. 

The traditions of Peter in Rome can only be traced back to the second century, yet the archeological 

evidence at the Mount of Olives traces right back to the time of apostles. This is highly suggestive that Peter 

was never a pope in Rome and Pope Francis is perpetuating the lie of his predecessors’. 

   Whether or not Christ really commissioned Peter as a chief minister, “Pope” in the Catholic 

Church is a controversial issue. The passages quoted at the beginning are the very proof texts 

used by Catholics to claim Apostle Peter as the first Pope. However, concerning the claim there is 

neither historical, archaeological, nor biblical basis whatsoever. Archaeologically, the excerpt 

quoted above tells the truth. Historically, the title “Pope” meaning “Papa”, or “Father”, was 

initially applied to all Western bishops, and it was only around 500 CE that the title began to be 

restricted to the Bishop of Rome alone. This means that for the first five hundred years the 

Bishops of Rome were not Popes. Scripturally, Peter, i.e., ‘Petros’ in Greek means ‘part of’ rock, 

hewn out of a rock, i.e., a stone, while ‘Petra’ in Greek is the rock, out of which a stone is hewn, 

as used in Matthew 7:24-25: ‘
 
Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts 

them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 
 
The rain came down, the 

streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had 

its foundation on the rock’ (Lines added). Here, ‘the rock’ apparently depicts Christ. Anyone 

that builds on a foundation other than Christ will be insecure, and throughout the Scripture ‘the 

rock’ constantly figures God and Jesus Christ alone. Accordingly, it is apparent that Peter was not 

assigned here to be the rock on which Christ would build His church. 

The following statement by Christ in the passages quoted at the beginning: ‘I will give you 

the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven’ was later repeated to all His disciples as 

well, but here, it was uniquely addressed to Peter alone. The ‘keys of the kingdom’ would be the 

gospel, and Peter became the first disciple to preach the gospel to the Jews on the day of 

Pentecost and also to the first Gentile, Cornelius, whose household became believers in Christ. 

Thus the special privilege given to Peter by the Lord was fulfilled on those specific situations. 

The rest of Christ’s statement can be understood in the context of Matthew 18:15-20. If we, 

Christ’s disciples are going to do things God’s way, we are bound to do them as He says and wills. 

Christ’s disciples have been given power with God if they do it according to God’s will and in the 

name of Christ. Not only from the quoted passages but there is biblically no evidence that Peter 

was ever a Bishop of Rome and even that he was in Rome. In our next letter these issues will be 

discussed.  

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%2016.17
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%2016.17

